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Welcome  
 

The Sixth Form is outstanding.  Studentsô above average attainment at the higher grades in AS and A 

level equip them exceptionally well for higher education and careers of their choice.  They mature into 

thoughtful and considerate young adults, able to think for themselves and express themselves 

eloquently.  (OFSTED, September 2013) 

 

To join the sixth form at Maidstone Grammar School is to enter a challenging but supportive and 

enriching learning environment. As a member of this community you will benefit from a high quality 

academic education which provides you with the skills necessary for further success in the world of 

higher education or work. 

 

Our sixth form is one of the largest and most vibrant in the area.  The majority of our Year 11 students 

stay on into the sixth form and every year around 50 students (including between 30 and 40 girls) join 

us from other local schools.  With around 180 students in each year group we are able to offer a wide 

range of courses with many possible combinations.  This means that students are not constrained to 

choose from a narrow selection of pathways such as all science based or all arts based subjects.  Many 

students opt for programmes that cross this traditional divide and the result is as broad and balanced a 

sixth form curriculum as A levels permit. 

 

The sixth form is the link between school and university and the world of work.  As a sixth former you 

will have a greater level of freedom than you have been used to and with this a greater level of 

responsibility.  As well as your subject lessons you will have private study periods.  These give you 

the time to complete assignments but also to engage in independent study and research and to work 

collaboratively with other students.  In addition to your A level studies, you will be expected to engage 

in a programme of volunteering and other enrichment activities within the school or the wider 

community.  While you no longer have to wear the school blazer and tie the sixth form dress code does 

require you to be smart with tailored trousers or skirt and jacket. 

 

Our sixth form is well equipped and well accommodated with a library for private study, seminar and 

study rooms, a lecture theatre and a modern Sixth Form Centre with cafeteria facilities.  The Sixth 

Form Common Room is overseen and managed by its own student committee.  The school also offers 

a vibrant sporting programme and a wide variety of other extra-curricular clubs and societies, including 

the Combined Cadet Force.  As a senior member of the student community you will have the 

opportunity to help and to guide the younger pupils, for instance, as a prefect or as a mentor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Inclusive 



When you join the sixth form you will be allocated to a tutor group.  Your group will contain students 

from Year 7 to Year 13.  You will play a part as a leader/role model for younger students in that group.  

You will meet your form tutor twice a day at registration.  Your tutor will be your mentor and will be 

able to offer help and advice.  He or she will monitor your progress while encouraging you to become 

a more independent learner.  They will also be able to provide careers advice, and, during Year 13 they 

will draft your reference for university or employment applications. 

 

Curriculum 
All  subjects have now changed to the new specifications of A Levels.  Students study each subject for 

two years with UCAS examinations at the end of Year 12. These examinations determine the grades 

we will predict for any UCAS, Apprenticeship or Employment references, making them of crucial 

importance.  

 

All students will study four subjects in Year 12. In Year 13 we will discuss with you the possibility of 

reducing your timetable to three subjects and you will be given guidance during the sixth form about 

whether the AS option is appropriate for you and which subjects are available at AS.  No retakes are 

possible on the new specification courses.  Please read the separate Curriculum Section of the Sixth 

Form Prospectus carefully to ensure you are clear about the subjects you are choosing to take, the 

requirements to study them and the details of the course you will study. 

 

The timetable is arranged on ten day cycle with five hour long lessons per day.  Each of your subjects 

will have 9 hours of teaching time per fortnight and 2 timetabled lessons where staff set specific tasks 

for you to complete.  In addition you will typically have four hours of supervised private study per 

fortnight in Year 12 and up to four hours per fortnight in Year 13.  This is to help you to manage the 

requirement to complete approximately 16 hours of independent study per week.  You will have set 

tasks to complete which may include background reading, note-taking, essay writing, research, 

planning for discussions or formal coursework tasks.  You will be given at least three working days to 

complete a task but often you will have longer making it important that you learn to manage your time 

and plan carefully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Truly independent study means being able to do work in addition to that set by the teachers.  This can 

include further reading around the subject, consolidating learning by creating revision notes, 

collaborative working, reading about a topic you find particularly interesting or spending more time 

on a topic you find difficult.  You will be given advice by your teachers about how to undertake 

independent study in each subject.   

 

Good use of private study time in school will obviously reduce the amount of work that needs to be 

done at home.  The school library is available for you to work in and there are other study areas in and 

near to the Sixth Form Centre which include computer and internet access.  You are also able to use 

your own portable devices such as smart phones or tablets in designated areas of the school. 

 
Success 



Careers  
Mrs S. Acaster (Careers Lead) is able to offer individual support and advice to all sixth form students 

on university and employment options. Additional support and advice is available from tutors. 
 
Every year we host a Higher Education Fair in our own Big Hall at which students and parents will be 

able to meet and ask questions of representatives of around 50 top universities and other institutions 

from around the country. Other careers and employer events are also hosted in school, and students 

have the opportunity to attend external events such as apprenticeship fairs, university taster courses 

and open days. Throughout the year we have a variety of visiting speakers in school from further and 

higher education and the world of work, and students can sign up to attend these presentations. 

 

Students in Year 12 will complete a week of work experience in the summer term.  In the recent past, 

students have had the opportunity to shadow MPs, barristers, journalists, accountants, architects, 

engineers, police officers and doctors.  They have worked at the BBC, Rolls Royce, Maidstone Studios, 

the Bank of England, Crown Office Chambers, the City of London Police, No 10 Downing Street, the 

Olympic Games Committee, Red Bull and Nike.  Students have been able to work with companies 

abroad, travelling as far afield as Paris, Hong Kong, California and Morocco. 

 

Year 13 is the time for university or employment applications to be completed. Those who do not wish 

to apply to university can be confident that they will continue to receive individual support and 

guidance on alternative options whatever they choose to do.  Our students secure top flight university 

places.  Every year some go to Oxford & Cambridge.  For the last two years more than 35% have gone 

to Russel Group universities and in 2018, 58% went to the top 30 universities in the country.  
 

Library 
Our Library is the academic hub of the school, aspiring to support all your academic needs and 

ambitions.  Mrs Jones and Mrs Beighton-Delille our Librarians manage the extensive Book, Journal 

and Media collections tailoring them to meet the needs of all our students and staff.  The Library is 

open every day from 8.30am to 5pm (4.30pm on Fridays). We aim to support your academic 

achievement alongside inspiring, informing and encouraging your wider interests and career 

aspirations          

 

Extra-Curricular: 
 

Sport 
Sport is an important part of school life at MGS. There are four full time specialist PE teachers who 

manage teams in a variety of sports. We also have a lot of help from external specialist coaches who 

support us to achieve excellent results. Recent seasons have been particularly good for rugby, football, 

cricket and athletics and many league and cup trophies have been won. At MGS, there is an extensive 

extra-curricular programme for sport. Inter-House competitions, clubs and team practices run at 

lunchtime and after school six days a week!  The school has very good sporting facilities, which 

include a brand new Pavilion equipped with five spacious changing rooms and a teaching space, sports 

hall, gymnasium, weight training room, rowing suite, three rugby pitches, a football pitch, indoor and 

outdoor cricket nets, two grass and artificial cricket pitches and three tennis courts. There are also plans 

underway for the development of a 3G all-weather pitch. We also work with Maidstone Leisure Centre, 

Maidstone RFC, Aylesford Bulls RFC, ZooSport, and Invicta Rowing Club.  

 

 

 

Opportunity 
 



Performing Arts 
In September 2017, we opened a brand new Performing Arts building with a recording studio, music 

technology room, music classroom, Drama studio and music practice rooms.  The department offers a 

wide range of opportunities to help students explore their musical and theatrical talents. Performing 

Arts is an integral, dynamic and growing department at Maidstone Grammar School.  All students, 

from complete novices to experienced performers are encouraged to develop and explore their musical 

and dramatic talents. 

  

We offer a broad curriculum spanning across the key stages.  In Years 7 and 8, all students have 

dedicated Performing Arts lessons, which establish a firm grounding in Music and Drama.  Drama and 

Music are both GCSE options.  Students are welcome to take one or both subjects.  In addition, Music 

Technology is currently available at AS and A Level. 

 

In terms of live events, there is at least one major performance event each term.  These include musical 

events (classical, contemporary and órock gigô events are all popular in the school), small scale drama 

pieces and whole school productions.  In recent years, the school has staged several productions: most 

recently, óZorro!ô, óSchool of Rockô and óDNAô by Dennis Kelly.  This yearôs production is the 

pantomime óTreasure Island.ô 

  

Our practice rooms are available for student use: be it to play an instrument, practise a dance or rehearse 

a dramatic piece. A significant number of students learn to play musical instruments in school with 

lessons delivered by our peripatetic music teachers. The Choir practices and performs a variety of 

vocal pieces throughout the year - both choral classics and more contemporary works.  Our recent 

performances include óThis is Meô and óFrom Now Onô from The Greatest Showman.  Students are 

also welcome to take part in our Big Band, or perform as part of our Gaudeamus Brass.   

 

 

 

Exploration 



Outdoor Education, Field trips and Residential Trips 
Learning does not just happen in the classroom!  A very wide range of specialised outdoor activities 

further extends our studentsô knowledge and experience across all year groups.  During our Extended 

Learning Week, there are a number of foreign residential trips to places such as Germany, France, Italy 

and Canada and, across the academic year, a number of departments take students on field trips and 

educational visits. 

 

The School is justifiably proud of its Combined Cadet Force (CCF), which is open to students in Year 

9 and upwards. The School has one of the oldest Combined Cadet Forces in the country (founded 

1906) with Army, Navy and RAF sections. All sections have been successful over the years with many 

national and local competitions being won. RAF cadets have gained flying scholarships and private 

pilot's licences. Army cadets have been awarded scholarships at Welbeck and Sandhurst. Naval cadets 

have won places at Dartmouth. Our shooting team has been very successful. Cadets can take part in 

activities such as abseiling, first aid, map and compass work, climbing, fieldcraft, weapon handling 

and shooting, military knowledge, command tasks, canoeing, flying, gliding and sailing. 

 

Skills are further developed in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, which has four sections at 

Bronze level: expedition, volunteering, skill and physical. Activities include; expeditions, community 

service, motor car maintenance and sub aqua diving. Possibilities are almost endless. Many students 

gain bronze and silver awards and some go on to gold.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Motivation 

 



Pastoral Well Being 
Pastoral care is very important at MGS and we strive to ensure that every student feels known and 

cared for.  Every student in the School is a member of a mixed aged vertical tutor group made up of 

students from Years 7 to 13.  This gives the tutor group a ñfamily feelò ï older students support younger 

boys and everyone has the chance to take on roles and responsibilities from an early age, share 

experiences and develop lasting friendships. Vertical tutor groups also reflect the fact that we are 

preparing our students for a society in which they will live and work with people of all ages.  Your son 

will be one of about three or four Year 7s in this tutor group family.   

 

Each tutor group belongs to one of four Houses: Barton, College, Corpus Christi and Tonbridge, each 

named after different sites occupied by the school throughout its long history.  Your son will be 

overseen by the same tutor and Head of House/Assistant Head of House throughout his time at MGS. 

 

These staff work closely with subject staff, our Student Services Department the Senior Leadership 

Team to track and monitor all students both academically and pastorally.  The House and pastoral 

system at MGS ensures that all students and their parents receive a continuity of care from Year 7 all 

the way through to Year 13 and into the world of work and higher and further education.   

 

Each House has a Head of House supported by an Assistant Head of House. Their work is overseen 

by the two Assistant Head Teachers and Deputy Head Teachers on the Senior Leadership Team. In 

addition, we have an excellent Student Services Department, which includes two Student Services 

Managers, an AEN Manager, Inclusions and Attendance Manager and Careers Advisor.  We also have 

an in school counsellor, adult 1:1 mentors and a 1:1 Mind worker to support students where required 

and our experienced pastoral team works closely with external agencies where appropriate.   

 

Attendance 
The School supports the DfE and Local Authority advice that children should not be removed during 

term time for holidays. Our default position is that requests for term time holiday will not be authorised. 

Only the School can authorise absence.   

 

Should there be a need to apply for extraordinary leave of absence a form is available from the School 

Office or the Schoolôs website for completion and return to the pastoral Deputy Head no less than 2 

weeks before a planned absence. Parents should not enter into any holiday commitments before 

obtaining leave of absence.  

 

In the case of illness we ask that parents phone the School Attendance Line on 01622 623922 at once 

and provide a letter for your son or daughter later. Difficult or urgent problems should be referred to 

the Student Services Department.  

 

Child Protection and Safeguarding 
Alongside Teaching and Learning, Safeguarding is absolutely integral to everything we do at MGS.  

We have an experienced team overseeing safeguarding in the school.  Mrs J Sewell (Deputy Head) is 

the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Miss R Johnson, Mr P Conisbee and Mr N Shambler 

(Deputy DSLs) support her in this role.  Any concerns should be reported in confidence to the 

DSL/DDSLs.   

 

Safe 

 
 



Other Useful Information: 
 

Additional Educational Needs 
All students follow an inclusive timetable and we work hard to ensure that those students with an 

identified additional or special educational need fulfil their potential. This includes those with 

additional needs. All students are supported first and foremost by classroom teachers using the 

Graduated Approach as laid out in the SEND Code of Practice 2015.  If you require further details 

about our AEN procedures or have other general enquiries, you should contact our AEN Manager, Mrs 

A Lawrence or Miss R Johnson, Assistant Headteacher/SENCO. 
 

Amenities Fund 
Sixth formers joining MGS pay £60 per year or £100 for the two years.  The School is grateful for gift 

aid returns and the additional funding it generates. 

 

Mailshots 
You will receive invitations to various School/PA events such as plays, concerts and speech days. 

ParentMail is our main route of communication with paper documents sent to those not registered. 

 

Parentsõ Association 
All parents are automatically members of the Parentsô Association. You will receive a regular 

newsletter outlining PA events. The PA attends the various evening functions and are welcoming to 

all parents. They have been instrumental in raising significant amounts of money for the school in 

recent years including the purchase of a new minibus as well as supporting our new Pavilion project 

and supporting departments with the purchase of new equipment.  Information on PA events will be 

circulated via ParentMail.  

 

School Meals 
Food and drinks are available throughout the day in the Sixth Form Centre. Also, the Refectory 

operates a cashless system based on the use of a swipe card. As of September 2018, the price of a two-

course meal is £2.50. 

 

School Hours 
Morning registration is at 8.40 am in Form Period.  Students can arrive earlier, but we cannot take 

responsibility for them before 8.30 am.  Students, except Sixth Formers in their Sixth Form Centre, 

are not allowed inside the school building until 8.35 am.  The Refectory is open from 7.30 am every 

day and students can go there until the main buildings are open.  Lunch break is from 1.20 pm to 2.05 

pm.  Sixth Formers may leave the premises at break and lunchtime.  School ends at 3.30 pm.  We are 

not responsible for the students after this time unless they are taking part in supervised school activities. 

 

The School Office 
The School Office is open from 8.00 am to 4.30 pm from Monday to Thursday and 8.00 am to 4.00 

pm on Fridays.  Please call in or telephone between these times. 

 

Tradition 

 



Property 
You bring personal property to school entirely at your own risk.  The Bursary can look after large sums 

of money and valuables.  Governors accept no responsibility for loss or accidental damage. 

 

Insurance 
Students are not normally insured against personal accidents.  For some visits you may be asked to 

take out special insurance. 

 

Dress 
Sixth Formers do not wear our traditional uniform but are expected to wear appropriate, professional 

dress.  Garish colours or denim jeans are not allowed.  Male students must wear a suit and tie.  Female 

students must wear a skirt/dress of appropriate length or trousers.  All students must wear a jacket.  

Please refer to the Sixth Form Handbook for full details of dress expectations. 

 

Equipment 
Sixth Form students are asked to provide their own files and file paper.  Students are responsible for 

the return of all books and equipment issued.  If school property is lost or damaged, you may be asked 

to pay for replacement. 

 

School Shop 
You can buy suits, jackets, sportswear and stationery from our School Shop which is on your left after 

you come through the gatehouse.  Run in conjunction with Simmonds and Sons, it offers clothing at 

very reasonable prices.  You can order online at www.simmonds.ltd.com 

 

Curriculum 
If you have enquiries or concerns regarding your curriculum, you may wish to contact Mrs J Sewell, 

Deputy Headteacher who is responsible for all sixth form programmes of study.  

 

Governors 
There are two foundation governors, one LA representative, four parents, one staff, seven co-opted 

governors and the Headmaster.  The Chair of Governors is Mr M Rolfe.  You may write to him or to 

the Clerk to Governors, Mrs D Friend via the school.  The Headmaster has information about formal 

complaint procedures which involve the Governors or LA. 

 

Further Information 
Further information about the Sixth Form can be found on the Schoolôs website www.mgs.kent.sch.uk.    
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How to choose 
Read the Curriculum Booklet and talk to teachers and careers staff, particularly where you are 

interested in a subject not taken at GCSE.  Heads of Departments are indicated in each subject entry.  

Discuss your choices with the senior staff who interview you or the Careers & Enterprise Manager.   

 

In choosing courses, think about: 

¶ Your career or university choice 

¶ Your best subjects (check this with your teachers!) 

¶ Your favourite subjects 

¶ New subjects you would really like to study. 

 

Confirming your Place 
If you have been offered a course, you are expected to attend our Pre-Sixth Form Induction Day held 

on Friday 28 June 2019.  You should also be available when GCSE results are published in August so 

that we can see you in order to confirm your course. 

 

 

 

 

Sempiterna Floreat 
 

  



 

 

 

 
 


